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OCTOBER MEETING. 

A stated monthly meeting of the Society was held 
this day, Thursday, October 10, at eleven o'clock, a.m. ; 
Colonel Aspinwall, Vice-President, in the chair. 

The Librarian announced donations from the Com- 
monwealth of Massachusetts ; the Bureau of Refugees, 
Freedmen, and Abandoned Lands ; the New-England ' 
Historic-Genealogical Society ; the Suffolk Institute of 
Archaeology and Natural History ; the Young Men's Mer- 
cantile Library Association of Cincinnati ; the Editors of 
the " Advocate ; " John Appleton, M.D. ; Mr. Loomis J. 
Campbell ; Professor Daniel C. Gilman ; Increase A. 
Lapham, Esq.; Hon JohnM. Law; Edmund Quincy, 
Esq. ; and irom Messrs. J. Bigelow, W. G. Brooks, Ellis,' 
Green, Lawrence, Quint, C. Bobbins, and Winthrop, 
of the Society. 

The Corresponding Secretary read a communication 
from the Hon. Alexander H. Rice, of Boston, inclosing 
a letter and a genealogical chart from the Hon. John M. 
Law, of Evansville, Ind. On the chart, which was in- 
tended for the Library of the Society, Mr. Law traces his 
descent to Elder William Brewster, of the " Mayflower." 

The thanks of the Society were ordered to be' re- 
turned to the Hon. Mr. Law for this acceptable gift to 
the Library. 

Mr. John C. Gray spoke of the death of a distin- 
guished Associate Member of the Society, the Hon. 
Charles G. Loring, and paid the following tribute to his 
character : — 
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Mr. President, — It will not be expected that I should por- 
tray in full the character of our departed friend. My words 
will be few, but, if I do any justice to my own feelings, em- 
phatic. Of Mr. Loring's talents and eloquence little need be 
said. Had he sought popular distinction, no one could have 
pursued it with fairer prospects. But his political life was 
limited to a single year; yet our records and our Statute 
Book will bear me out in saying, that his labors were produc- 
tive of most important and valuable results. But the chief 
object of his exertions was to be useful and eminent in the 
profession of his choice, — with what success let the public 
say. I do not think, however, that his success was owing 
merely to his talents and knowledge : his influence, wherever 
he appeared, was due not a little to the confidence with which 
he inspired every one in his honor and sincerity. 

No man was ever more faithful to his clients ; but no en- 
thusiasm in behalf of any persons could lead him to promote 
their interest by any violation of truth or fairness. What an 
advocate may say in his client's cause, and what he should 
leave unsaid, is, in many cases, I am aware, a difficult and 
delicate question. Pew men could draw the line with more 
accuracy and propriety than our friend; and when once 
drawn, it was to him utterly impassable. 

But there are many far more conversant than I have been 
with his course as a lawyer. There, as I have said, was the 
principal field of his labors, but not the exclusive one. 
Though not seeking public office, he was never indifferent 
to the great political questions which so often agitate our 
community;, and we know how often his voice has been 
heard, and how effectively, in behalf of Right and Liberty. 

It is fitting that this Society should recognize his merits 
as a valuable contributor to the history of his country. An 
historian he was not. But in the last five years we seem to 
have lived centuries. Events have taken place, and ques- 
tions arisen, which have given to the period of our civil 
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war an interest unsurpassed in the world's annals. Whoever 
may write the history of that period will do great injustice to 
his task if he fail to consult the correspondence of our friend 
with distinguished foreigners, or his equally able and elo- 
quent addresses to his own countrymen. 

I need not speak of his private virtues. I shall certainly 
not assert that he was without defect, and his lot without 
trials ; but I speak the words of truth and soberness, in say- 
ing that very few have led happier lives, or more rightfully 
earned their happiness. 

Mr. Gray concluded by offering the following resolu- 
tions : — 

Besolved, That, hy the death of the Hon. Charles G. Loring, an 
associate widely honored and sincerely loved, the members of the 
Massachusetts Historical Society feel that they have been called to 
bear a severe bereavement. His eminent public services, his many 
virtues in private life, and the contributions of his pen in the service 
of education, law, patriotism, and philanthropy, will long preserve 
among us the memory of his great worth as a jurist, a citizen, a 
scholar, and a Christian. 

Besolved, That the President be requested to appoint one of our 
number to prepare a memoir of Mr. Loring. 

Mr. Gray was followed by Mr. Folsom, Mr. Horace 
Gray, Jr., and by Colonel Aspinwall. 

The resolutions were unanimously adopted, and 
Professor Parsons was appointed to prepare the memoir 
of Mr. Loring for the Society's Proceedings. 

Dr. Ellis called special attention to the new volume' 
of " Addresses," &c, of Mr. Winthrop, the President 
of the Society, which had this morning been placed upon 
the table, — a gift from the author. 

Mr. E,. Frothingham spoke of a new volume by our 
associate, Dr. Quint, entitled " The Record of the Sec- 
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ond Massachusetts Infantry, 1861-65," presented by 
the author, — a most attractive book, in which the 
author records what came under his own observation as 
the chaplain of that Regiment. 

Colonel Aspinwall briefly spoke in terms of respect 
of the high character and military prowess of the men 
composing the Eegiment whose history Mr. Quint has 
commemorated in this book. 

Mr. Whitmore called attention to an allegory printed 
among the " Hutchinson Papers," on pp. 126-133 of 
Vol. i., Third Series, of the Society's Collections, entitled 
" The new Settlement of the Birds in New England," 
which he believed to be the paper described by Calef 
on p. 151 of his "More Wonders of the Invisible 
World." The inference from Calef would be that 
Cotton Mather was the author of the paper referred to. 

Mr. Deane read an interesting letter, recently received 
from the President of the Society, Mr. Winthrop, from 
which the following extracts are taken: — 

Chamouni, Switzerland, 
17th September, 1867. 

My dear Mr. Deane, — I heartily hope and trust that you have 
better weather in Boston to-day than we have in this celebrated valley. 
I do not forget that it is the birthday of my native city, — the anniver- 
sary of the day when " Trimountaine was called Boston," under the 
auspices of my venerated ancestor. Still less can I forget that it is 
the day appointed, upon my own motion, the last thing before I left 
home, for the inauguration of the Everett Statue. I take it for granted 
that the appointment is in process of fulfilment while I am writing ; 
and, though I am not in the way of witnessing the ceremonies, I feel 
the full interest of the occasion. Here we are surrounded with clouds 
and mists ; and the old Monarch of the Mountains, with all his train 
of aiguilles and glaciers, is quite invisible. We saw him yesterday as 
we came down from the Mer de Glace and along the Mauvais Pas ; 
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and an exquisite rosy light lingered and played upon his summit as the 
sun went down last evening. So we know he is just above us in all 
his grandeur, though our eyes are forbidden to behold him. But I 
hope that a good clear sunshine is prevailing in Boston to-day, and 
that every thing will conspire to give success to the commemoration 
of our departed friend. I saw enough of the statue at Munich last 
month to feel sure that it will not disappoint expectation ; and I doubt 
not that Governor Andrew and Mr. Hillard, and Mr. Loring too, if he 
is well enough, as I sincerely hope, will deal wisely and eloquently 
with their great subject. I shall look eagerly for the report of the 
proceedings. Pray send me the newspaper which contains the" fullest 
and best. I have seen but few American papers since I left London 
in July ; but, now that I am getting round to Paris, I shall be more in 
the way of learning what is going on at home. I shall be in Paris 
before this reaches you, and shall have a month of the Great Exposi- 
tion before it closes. A year would hardly do it justice, from all I hear 
of its multitudinous marvels. I found it impracticable, as I feared, to 
attend the Archaeological Congress at Antwerp. The heat about that 
time was intense, and we had rumors of cholera not far from us. I 
did not care to leave my family in a strange place under such circum- 
stances. You will doubtless have an authentic account of the pro- 
ceedings from some of the American delegates, though Mr. Motley 
(whose wife and daughters were with us at the time) could not attend. 
He is in London, superintending the publication of two more volumes 
of his " Dutch Republic." I was most glad to fall in with our friend, 
Dr. Palfrey, at Interlaken, and to spend an hour with him in talking 
over American affairs, and the friends we had left behind us. He 
looked young and vigorous enough to begin a new History. I wish he 
were in the mood to return to our old Society, and lend us his valuable 
aid in the publication of its Collections. He is soon going to London, 
to examine some papers in the Record Office, and has promised to 
give me a hint if there is any thing which would be specially appro- 
priate for our volumes. Mr. Sainsbury, too, has promised me some- 
thing of interest to bring home. But I do not overlook the abundant 
material which is awaiting publication in our own archives. . . . 

Geneva, 21st Sept. — I was interrupted at this point by a visitor, 
and was unable to resume my pen in season for the steamer of to-day ; so 
I brought my letter along to finish it here. And here I find Mr. James 
Lawrence and other American friends, with late newspapers from 
Boston. Among other things, I learn that the inauguration of the 



1867.] NOVEMBER MEETING. 85 

Everett Statue has been postponed, so that my sympathies were pre- 
mature. I hear, too, of the release from the burdens of the flesh, and 
the greater burdens of the spirit, of my venerated friend, Dr. James 
Jackson. I rejoice that he is at length at rest. His excellent son, 
James, was my schoolmate, classmate, and special friend. He died at 
least thirty years ago, after giving promise of even greater eminence 
than his father attained. My last visit to the father, whom I had known 
from my boyhood, was on the 22d of February, 1866, — a few weeks 
only before the clouds gathered so thickly over his mind ; and I shall 
not soon forget his most interesting reminiscences of Washington, who 
passed a night under his father's roof at Newburyport in 1789. I hope 
he may have left them in writing. Nobody in our day has better 
entitled himself to be remembered as " the Good Physician " than Dr. 
James Jackson ; and old Fuller would have taken him as an illustra- 
tion of his charming essay. The death of Dr. Mason Warren is a 
greater calamity, as he had (according to human calculation) so many 
more years of usefulness before him. ... 

Yours faithfully, Kobt. C. Winthkop. 

C. Deanb, Esq. 



NOVEMBER MEETING. 

A stated monthly meeting of the Society was held 
this day, Thursday, November 14, at eleven o'clock, 
a.m. ; the Vice-President, Colonel Aspinwaix, in the 
chair. 

The Librarian announced donations from the Boston 
Provident Association ; the Essex Institute ; the Histor- 
ical Society of Pennsylvania; the Mercantile Library 
Association of New York ; the Suffolk Institute of 
Archaeology and Natural History ; the Trustees of Bow- 
doin College ; the Trustees of the Public Library of the 



